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Habtom Kibraeb was found dead last month in the Clayton Park area.
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Eritrean Democratic Party
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Name

)

Address

th, AL
Tel. Email

ot AT ng
Date of Birth Place of Birth
er %G
Sex M F Ethnicity
av(Co: JOCHMm- HE.I°COo-m-

M. Status Married Single Other

Hch, A0~ LBt
Nr. Children. Level of Education

(é-ch

Occupation Worker Student Other
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I the undersigned applicant declare that the information
provided above is true and correct. I have read, and understood, and consent to comply and
implement the program and Constitution of Eritrean Democratic Party ( EDP ) and wish to
be a member of the Party.

h39° h ot AT ng

signature Date Place
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(647) 233-7610

A0 BNALT ArFRATE 297 selfidemocracy.net AAN9® mEPN9° AAATT DL £77 Mem-
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POLITICAL Party laws

Draft Proclamation on the Formation of Political Parties and Or-

ganizations

Chapter One - General Provisions

Article 1.

TitleThis Proclamation may be referred to as the "Proclamation on the Formation of Po-
litical Parties and Organizations No. 2001"

Article 2. Definition Unless given another interpretation, in this Proclamation.

2.1 A political party or organization refers to an association set up by Eritreans, on the
basis of the National Constitution and the regulations contained in this Proclamation,
with a view to attaining political authority in a peaceful manner or undertake political

and democratic activities to have a share in political power;



2.2 ‘Constitution’ denotes to the Eritrean constitution,

Ghh@ 7 Nl AR HO0F ARt §Fh@ 7 &7 &, LI

2.3 State denotes to the State of Eritrea

2.4 National denotes to a person with Eritrean nationality;

2.5 People’s position refers to any position, that is open to every citizen without any
distinction whatsoever;
2.6 Commission’ denotes to the Commission specified under Article 58 of the Eritrean
constitution,;
2.7 Supreme Court' refers to the court specified under Article 49 of the Eritrean Consti-
tution

Chapter Two- Rights, Duties and Basic Principles of Political Parties and Or-
ganizations
Article 3. Rights

3.1 In accordance with the rights specified in the National Constitution and the princi-
ples and guidelines outlined in this proclamation, every Eritrean citizen has the right to
set up a political party or organization or join any political party or organization on his/
her own free choice or provide it support;
3.2 A political party or organization formed in accordance with this proclamation is enti-
tled to participate in the nation's Political life ;
3.3 Any political party or organization shall have the right of access to or own newspa-
pers and other media organs that are authorized to function on the basis of the coun-
try's Press Law in order to propagate its objectives and political views as well as its
programs and activities;
3.4 Any political party or organization is entitled to make use of public venues in carry-
ing out its activities, with the exception of the following:

* Sites and premises of Army, Security and Police organizations

- Sites and premises of Government institutions and administrative agencies

- Sites and premises of centres of learning with the exception of universities and insti-

tutes of higher learning Sites and premises of hospitals and other places where medical



services are provided

3.5 Offices and buildings owned by a political party or organization and in which it car-
ries out its activities shall be exempt from all types of tax and excise duty. The same
applies to any asset owned by such a political party or organization not related to trade
and investment ventures.

3.6 Buildings and offices of a political party or organization as well as documents and
correspondences shall not be subject to investigation, surveillance, search or confisca-
tion except upon a supreme court decision. Likewise, its right of immunity is guaran-
teed.

Article 4. Duties

Any political party or organization that is authorized to operate in accordance with this
proclamation shall fulfil the following duties:

4.1 Honour the constitution and other laws emanating from it;

4.2 By rejecting resort to any act of conspiracy and inciting conflict as a means of at-
taining or monopolizing political power, subscribe to peaceful transition of power;

4.3 Refrain from establishing military or semi-military structures or provide support to
this effect through overt and covert means;

4.4 Refrain from any political activity or agitation aimed at promoting an organizational
method based on divisive factors such as religion, nationality, language, ethnicity, gen-
der, province and the like;

4.5 Follow an organizational strategy based on national level and not limit membership
to certain geographical area,

4.6 Ensure that it does not fall prey to serving the interests of an external political au-
thority or become its appendage;

Article 5 Basic Principles

Political parties or organizations shall adhere to the following principles.:

5.1 Defend the nation's sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as the unity of its
people;

5.2 Adhere to the rule of law and democratic norms, and thereby strive to promote as



well as consolidate these objectives;
5.3 Strive to safeguard the nation's peace, security and stability,
Chapter Three - Formation of a political party or organization
Article 6 Founders
The founders of a political party or organization shall meet the following conditions:
6.1 Must bear Eritrean nationality, be at least 25 years of age and fulfil all national obli-
gations required by law;
6.2 Must be free of any major criminal charge;
6.3 Their numbers must not be less than one hundred ;
6.4 The permanent habitat of at least 85% of them must be inside Eritrea, and the ma-
Jjority of these must be the residents of at least four administrative regions;
6.5 In order that the composition and unity of the founders as well as their ethnic and
religious identities may reflect the pluralistic nature of the Eritrean society:
a) At least 2/3 of them must originate from five nationalities at the minimum,

b) At least 1/3 of them must be followers of the Islamic or Christian faiths.

To be continue.

BITWEDED ABRAHA

18 YEARS SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR A NATIONAL HERO!

Bitweded Abraha was born in Asmara (Edaga Hamus) in 1953 from his father Ato Abraha Asfaha and his mother

Weizero Kidisti Teweldemedhin.

He attended school in Asmara until he completed his fifth grade. He continued his schooling (from grade 6 to 12) at
St. George Secondary School in Mendefera. Long before he left for the field imbued with strong national feeling, he
was working with Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front in underground operations of the town.

It was sometime in1972 when he applied for a job after the end of a school year to what was a Japanese copper
mining company in Debarwa. But job offers depended on who one knows and he wasn't able to get one. He wrote
a letter and gave it to the person responsible by hand. A school friend of Bitweded later said that the letter con-
tained threatening material. His friend had told him not to deliver the letter and that he could be imprisoned; to
which Bitweded replied, "Even if I am imprisoned, the truth will never be imprisoned. Moreover, you should know



that whoever puts me in prison will never sleep in peace.”

Contents of the letter contained, "...maybe you have forgotten that this land belongs to Eritreans. You maybe working for a foreign
company for now but you will see the truth tomorrow...”

Soon after, he was imprisoned for about two weeks and was released on bail. However, before he was due for a hearing and as part
of his assignment to recruit fighters, he was taking 21 students from St. George Secondary School to join the armed liberation strug-
gle when 2 of them changed their mind and returned from near Ala to Dekemhare and reported him to the authority. He left town
before attending the hearing and joined the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front in January 1973.

After completing his military training, he joined a fighting army in Sahel area and was engaged in battles At the end of 1974, he
moved to the southern area of the Eritrean highlands and took army duties. In early 1977, he worked as a political commissar and
after attending the first EPLF congress, he was voted as a non-permanent member of the Central Committee. Later, he became Head
of the Department of Transport and worked in that position until the end of 1979.

He was then given the position of Deputy Head for the Department of Education. He was a talented leader. He strongly believed in
education and raising awareness rather than using methods that reinforce military discipline and punishment. He encouraged and
worked hard to implement and promote sports and cultural programmes and activities. His ability and devotion made him very popu-
lar with the fighters and especially among the younger generation.

When he was assigned to work in Revolution Schools, he made an immediate impact on the pupils. He managed to shift the urge to
go to battles to spending some time on education, sports and cultural activities. Under his leadership, the ethos of ‘criticism and self-
criticism’ which was divisive and which created animosities among pupils during the previous administration was abandoned. Children
were taught to love, take responsibility and respect each other rather than merely criticise each other. His ideas and innovations were
received with great enthusiasm and he was much loved and respected by his pupils.

His skilful and civil abilities focused on transforming and developing the fighter irrespective of age and gender. He was determined to
change the methods to achieve these ends by opting for education and understanding rather using strict discipline and punishment.

In 1983, the EPLF declared a campaign to eradicate illiteracy. Bitweded Abraha became the head of the operation and managed the
programme from his office at Adi Tsetser for quite some time. During the most difficult times of those years, he represented the Cen-
tral Committee in areas behind enemy lines in managing military and educational operations. He was different from other leaders in
that he didnt distance himself from the lower ranks. He was travelling to all fronts (north, south, east and west) to uplift the morale
of the fighters and many of them still remember all these. He was relatively younger than most leaders of that time and he had a
better approach in communicating and understanding the needs of ordinary fighters.

From education department, he was moved to the military section and became a branch head for military and food supplies. He was
determined to promote and apply the practice of self-reliance. He managed to rear sheep and chickens and sell them to markets in
Sudan, secured the purchase of writing pads, pens and pencils and incorporated these to bigger programmes. He set up training
sessions to those in responsible positions. This was to upgrade their skills in managing their responsibilities. There are still fighters
who thank him for helping them to acquire skills.

He also arranged the purchase of TV and video equijpment to spread educational films and programmes and to help entertain and
develop ordinary fighters.

In 1990, he was moved back to the military section.

He used his usual skills to lead, serve and encourage fighters in many battles. During the last years of the liberation struggle, he
headed a commando unit and was engaged in battles in the vast expanse of eastern desert and, together with Gherezgiher Ande-
mariam (Wuchu), led the fighting army to capture the Port of Assab.

When in Assab, although he was the Deputy Administrator, in reality, he was the administrator. He was administering the Dankalia
region including the military personnel and civilian population. Gherezgiher Andemariam (Wuchu) was the Administrator but he was
not skilled in civifian administration.

Bitweded is a courageous man. He is the type of person who speaks his mind and doesn’t bow his head easily. It is this strong char-
acter that put him in confiict with Isayas and later contributed to his imprisonment.It all started not long after May 1991. Isayas Af-



werki, the then Secretary General of the EPLF, declared free access to the Port of Assab to the newly established Ethiopian govern-
ment without due consultation with high-level Eritrean officials.

At that time, Bitweded Abraha was Deputy Administrator of Assab. He openly reminded and warned Isayas Afwerki of the blunders
committed when Badme area was similarly put under Woyane administration back in 1984.

Later on, Isayas ordered Bitweded to let Ethiopia acquire all the assets it lost after the capture of Assab. Bitweded replied back by
saying, "...these assets were captured and shouldn't be returned because it cost Eritrea the blood of young Eritrean martyrs...”

Isayas perceived Bitweded's strong opposition as an affront to his authority. That was when the weaving of traps to imprison Bit-
weded began in earnest.

Soon after, the Ethiopian government offered to pay the salaries for port and refinery employees of Assab. Bitweded again refused to
accept the offer by declaring that Eritrea is an independent state and that the salaries should be covered by Eritrea. He insisted that
both countries need to establish their relationship just like those terms done between nation states.

Eritrea’s financial condition was in a poor state. Bitweded came up with an idea. He wrote a letter to Romadan Mohamed Noor, the
then Head of that region.

There happened to be a large amount of bottled whisky in Assab. It was part of what was captured when the port was taken. Bit-
weded suggested that if these could be sold to Ethiopia, they could cover two to three months of salaries for those working at Assab
port and refinery and help other Eritrean establishments run their activities in Assab. He added that each Eritrean fighter in Assab be
given two bottles of whisky for free.

Romadan supported the idea and gave the permission by sending a letter to Bitweded.

Not long after, Isayas Afewerki and Meles Zenawi signed an agreement that allowed Ethiopia to use the facilities of the Port of Assab
without restrictions. And again, Bitweded expressed his dissatistaction and insisted on consulting and discussing these matters with
concerned officials and on the need to base the relationship in accordance to the standard relations of two independent nation states.
The Ethiopian government was not at ease with these differences. There were some who heard Isayas and Meles talking about these
inconveniencies in relation to Bitweded's reactions. It came to pass that Bitweded's strong stand translated to an accusation that
sales from the bottles of whisky had been put to his [Bitweded's] personal use and on this unverified ground, Bitweded was put in
prison in October 1991.

His imprisonment was not made public. For almost 6 months, his family and his colleagues in Army Unit 07 were kept in the
dark. They were told he had left the country to study abroad. However, as it was later on revealed the main reason for the imprison-
ment of Bitweded was his popularity as it was so wide-spread among the fighters that it was believed to have something to do with
threatening the power base of Isayas Afewerki. News about his imprisonment was also spread all over, but Bitweded couldn't defend
himself. His name was tarnished but it didn't last long simply because there was no evidence to maintain the accusation.

Within a year of Bitweded'’s imprisonment, Ato Abraha Asfaha approached Isayas Afwerki and asked about his son’s imprison-
ment. Ato Abraha was assured that his son would be released soon. It was only meant to delay his release. There was a time when
Bitweded's father openly asked Isayas Afwerki to bring his son to a court of law. Ato Abraha Asfaha declared that "...his son is a per-
son of good deeds and that many people know that. The Eritrean people are kind people and I would ask them to help me pay the
fines if my son is charged and found guilty of embezzlement.”

It s reported that Isayas Afwerki told the father to leave and was ill-treated by security officers before he left the offices. He could
not pay any more visits to complain because security officers turned him away every time he tried.
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