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Egypt moves to reassure allies 

 

In  a  statement on Egyptian  state television,  the  military promised to hand over  power to an  
elected civilian administration

Egypt's  military  authorities  have reaffirmed the country's  commitment to  all  its  international  
treaties.

The announcement, which was read by a senior officer on state TV, implicitly confirms that the  
country's peace treaty with Israel will remain intact.

The military also vowed to oversee a peaceful transition to civilian rule.

The statement comes as thousands remain in Cairo's Tahrir Square, celebrating President Hosni  
Mubarak's resignation on Friday after 18 days of protests.

"The  Arab  Republic  of  Egypt  is  committed  to  all  regional  and  international  obligations  and  
treaties," the military officer said.

The BBC's Wyre Davis in Cairo says the statement should allay the concerns of the United States  
and Israel,  where politicians are anxious that a change in leadership could jeopardise the 1979  
Camp David accords.

The military also said it had asked the current government to stay on until a new one was formed,  
which would "pave the way for an elected civil authority to build a free democratic state".

 
Egypt and Israel enjoyed friendly ties during Mr Mubarak's rule 

It gave no official timetable for the transition.



The statement  also  called on the people  to co-operate  with the police,  and for  the  police to  
commit to its motto: "At the service of the people."

The police force in Egypt was widely perceived as an instrument of repression under Mr Mubarak.

Protesters on Tahrir Square, in the centre of the capital, gave a cautious welcome to the army  
statement.

“We want to show we are proud of  our  country -  nobody is  
being lazy, we are working and cleaning up this mess”

"It was a good thing," 21-year-old Muhammed Ibrahim told the Associated Press news agency. "We  
don't want there to be a political void."

Mr Mubarak, whose resignation was announced by his Vice-President, Omar Suleiman, on Friday  
afternoon,  handed  power  to  the military's  high  command,  a  body  composed of  high-ranking  
generals and headed by Defence Minister Mohamed Hussein Tantawi.

Shortly before the announcement,  Mr Mubarak left  Cairo for the Red Sea resort  of  Sharm el-
Sheikh, where he has a residence.

Officials from Mr Mubarak's regime have now been banned from leaving the country.

Above politics?

The resignation prompted scenes of jubilation on Tahrir Square. 

Celebrations  are  still  ongoing,  but  our  correspondent  says  a  small  army  of  volunteers  and  
municipal workers is starting to clear up.

At the scene
Yolande Knell BBC News, Cairo 

After the party comes the clean-up. Hundreds of young people are at work in Tahrir Square and on  
the surrounding streets and bridges. All litter has been removed and the ground swept clear. The  
air smells of detergent.

Some volunteers carry signs that read: "Sorry for the disturbance. We build Egypt." 

Outside the Omar Makram mosque at the side of the square, burnt-out vehicles, a reminder of  
some of the chaos and violence of the past two weeks, are now being towed away. Paving stones  
torn up during riots are being relaid and razor wire is being removed.

All of this activity marks the beginning of a return to normal life in the busy city centre but it also  
has symbolic importance. A young teacher, Alia, tells me: "It's time to prove to the whole world  
this revolution is not about just removing the regime. It's about making a new country from the  
pavement upwards."

Men  and  women  with  brooms  and  spades  have  been  clearing  away  debris  from  the  streets,  
including the rocks and other makeshift missiles used in last week's fighting between pro- and  



anti-government supporters. 

"We want to show we are proud of our country," a student, Nora, told the BBC. "Nobody is being  
lazy, we are working and cleaning up this mess."

The army has removed some barricades to open one of the entrances of the square to traffic.  
Burnt-out vehicles have been towed away.

Some demonstrators have vowed to stay until the army gives them a blueprint for transition.

The military has managed to give the impression of being above politics, a unifying force for the  
nation, says the BBC's Jon Leyne in Cairo. 

But  the  opposition wants an  early  and clear  indication  that  this  country is  heading in  a  new  
direction and not simply swapping one dictatorship for another, says our correspondent.

The anti-government protests that began on 25 January were triggered by widespread unrest in  
Egypt over unemployment, poverty and corruption.
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